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o the Reverend the ELERGY 
in and about the Ciry of 
London. 


Reverend Sire, 


& 5 had always a peculiar 
Regard for your Sacred Or- 
F der, ſol own myſelf high- 
ly indebted to many of you 
tor the agreeable Moments I have 


deſire, eſteeming it the greateſt Hap 
pineſs | can enjoy for the remaining 


part of my Lite. 


—— 


vi 1 bin 
22 y | eje 
I know (and am ſorry I do) that ti I 
now become falhionable to ridiculd ger 
the Prieſthood, and to inveigh againſt Sh: 
the Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt ag va 
ambitious deſigning Men, who makd K 
2 Trade of their Function, and be bo 
lieve not a Word of what they preach K 
but I muſt obſerve that this is gene-] a. 
rally the hiſt Step ro Atheijm : For iff fe 
Perſons are once perlwaded that the] jg 
Clergy are a uſeleſs Set of People, they] 
ſoon loſe all ſenſe of reveal'd Religion, . 
and grpw mere Scepticks at heſt. Norſ ; 
is it leſs obvious that this ſort of Con { 
duct derives its Origin from Pride and} |, 
Seli-conceir, 'Tis thought Yulgar, and. 
going in the common Road, to enter-| | 
tain a Belief of the popular Principles 
of Chriitianity ; and the way to be! 
counted Bright, is to ſtrike a bold 
Stroke, and ſtart fome new feaſible 
Notion, tho' it be, in Truth, never lo 
abſurd and profane. This will pro- 
cure the glorious Character of a Free- 


Thinker, 


T | | a 

1 . 
a 
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Dedication. vii 


Thinker, by which is meant one who 

. hejects all Authority whatever, except 
that ti hat of his own infallible Reaſon, tho 
idicule perhaps he has but a very ſmall 
igainſq Share of it. Such Gentlemen may 
it aſ value themſelves on their ſuperiour 


mak 8 


id be 


reach 


gene f or with to be a Competitor with them 
or i for, being well · aſſur d twill ſtand them 
tbe in little ſtead hereaſte. | 
the No thele Things are indeed mat- 
BIN] ter of Lamentation, but what ought 
Nor not to have any influence upon you, 
Don-] ſo as to hinder you in the conſcien- 
and} tious Diſcharge of your Duty, ſince 
and your chearful acting in that Commiſ- 
ter-“ fion wherewith the Author of our 
ples] Salvation hasentruſted you, muſt afford 
bel” a ſecret Satisfaction beyond what the 
old World can give, and which will ſer 
ble you above the little baſe Reflections of 
%% the contemptible Wretches I am ſpeak- 
nf os I 


er, 


Knowledge, and deſpiſe their Neigh- 
bours for the want of it; but tis a | 
Knowledge I {hall not envy them of, 


vii Dedication, 


at different Times, from your own} 


Example of ſome very conſiderable 


} was induc'd to dedicate the follow: 
ing Piece to you, Sirs, becauſe there is} 
little more in it than what | have heard, 


Mouths ; and 1 ſhould be glad if the 
warmth 1 have us d on the Subject in 
Print, may engage all of you to cry 
aloud and ſpare not, at leaſt in your | 
Pulpits, according to the laudable 


Divines. * 
The favourable Reception my for- 
mer Labours have met with from your 


Cloth in particular, makes me hope for 
. your Patronage at this time; and as 
t am deſirous of nothing more than to |, _- 


prove myſelf true Son of the Church, | me: 
ſo I am proud of the Opportunity of I'M 


declaring that 1 am, Gentlemen, — 


Humble Servant, Io 
EY” 


REASONS 
15 For en the | 3 i: 
MUG-HOUSES, &C: 


HE World may perhaps be ſur- 
priz'd. to hear, at this time of Day, 
from an Author who has been ſo 
long lent, eſpecially on a Subject 
like this we are about to handle; 
= but 1 flatter myſelf with being able, 
before we part, to make appear, that it is not 
mean, nor beneath our Notice, but of ſo great 
Importance, that the Tranquillity and Welfare of - 
this Metropolis depend upon it. I | 
Some Perſons, i know, are ready to attribute 
my not appearing in Publick ever ſince the late 
great Turn of Afﬀairs, to a daſtardly Concern 
at their going © contrary to my Inclinations, and 
Io a deſpair of their ever reverting ; but I muſt ac- 
. 1 ſuch, that they are extreamly miſtaken; 


1 r 
5 Nemo deſperet meliora, lapſus, 


0 


C33 


is the Leſſon 1 have conſtantly inculcated on al my 
Acquaintance ; and the * Motto of that Great Man | 


who fix'd the Broad Seal on the late glorious Peace, 
is ſt ill my Comfort; — which is all the Acknow- 
ledgment J intend to make by way of ſatisfying 
the Reader's Curioſity as to that Point, thinking it 
ſufficient if I demonſtrate rhat there was an indiſ- 
penlible Neceſlity for exerting myſelf on the preſent 
"Qccahion, . - | TT 
But before 1 go any farther, I beg leave, in order 
to prevent my being miſunderſtood, to make a 
ſort Apology for the Title-Page which is prefix d 
to this Paper. You are to know then, that by the 
Words, Down with the Mug, | am far from intending 
to halloo the Mob, or ſetting them upon demoliſhing 
thoſe Houſes: No, far be the Thought from me; 
] think they have already carry'd that Jeſt a little 


too far, as ſome of them have deſervedly been | 


convinc'd by woful Experience. And indeed, I 
was always of Opinion with Ovid, that 


Stultus ab obliquo qui cum diſcedere poſſit, . 
Pugnat in adverſas ire Nat ator Aquas. 


I will now proceed to my main Deſign, which is, 
To offer ſome Reaſons for the Suppreſſing of thoſe 
tumultuous Afſemblys, cal'd 44ug- Houſes. 
In the Firſt place then, I affirm, That the prac- 
tiſing ſuch violent Meaſures will not be the way to 
bring over the diſaffected part of the People, as is 
fooliſhly pretended, but on the contrary, muſt un- 
avoidably confirm them in their Obſtinacy. To 
prove this, let it be conſider d how. difficult 
a Task it is, for the wiſeſt of Men, at once to 
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* Le bon Tems viendra. ; 


r X WE RE * 
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throw aſide the Prejudices they have contracted 


either thro Education or otherwi® ; it being ratu- 
ral to be fond of thoſe Notions we once eſpous'd, 
particularly ſuch as we ſuck'd in when young. And 
if it be ſo with the Wiſeſt of Men, much more with 


the Vulgar, who take every thing on Truſt, not 


having Time nor Capacities to examine into the 
Truth of Facts. Now to apply it to our preſent 
Purpoſe: Take a Man who had been a Jacobite, 


but is tolerably well reconcil'd to the preſent E 


ſtabliſhment ; yet he has ſich a bigotted Fondneſs 


for the Principles he formerly embrac'd as true, 


that he thinks it beneath bim on a ſidden to 
make a publick Recantation; and beſides, there 
ought to be a reaſonable Time allow'd for Paſ- 


ſion to cool in, which is generally in theſe Caſes 


work'd up to the higheſt pitch. Now *tis heyond 
diſpute, that at all the places I am ſpe: king f, 
the Preſidents are uſed to expreſs their Thoughts 
with the greateſt Freedom ; and oftentimes their 
Zeal, which encreaſes in proportion to the Liquzrr 
they drink, prompts them to diſcover a great de! 
of Virulency and Uncharitableneſs. towards the 


oppoſite Party, and ſometimes in ſuch a manver 


as is not to be indur d, which makes thoſe wh 
are inclinable to Whiggiſm, furiouſly run back to 
their old Mumpſimus, where they will continue, tho 
it be meerly out of Spite and Revenge. This 
is very evident, and therefore | will not inſiſt any 
longer upon it, but paſs to the 5 

Second Reaſon why they ought to be ſappreſs'd, 
which is, Becauſe the ſuffering them to continde, 
has, in the Nature of the Thing, a direct Te: 


dency to the keeping up and encreaſing Percy 


Feuds and Differences amongſt us, than writ. 
it muſt be own'd, nothing can be more deſtrucuye 
„ 3 2 to 


— — — — 


1 


to a State. To give you one Inſtance of this Truth, 
I would have you conſider, that we have often 
heard of Cavalie» and Round- Head, Whig and Tory, 
High Church and Low, Jacobite and Williamite, but 
who ever heard of a Muggite till within this 
Twelvemonth? Juſt as if there were not Diſtinc- Judit 
tions enough before, without ſtudying to find out Þ, wh 
new ones. But we may now ſee that the People Calling 
who would be thought to wiſh that our Diviſions Þ, G14 .w 
were healed; and who inſinuate a willingneſs to 
reduce all the Names of Diſtinction to that com- 

mon one of Proteſtant, are moſt diligent in pro- 

moting the firſt, and endeavour to multiply the 
number of the laſt. Does not this juſtify all true 
- Churchmen in the Opinion they ever had of thoſe 
who affect a greater degree of Charity and Sanctity 
than their Neighbours, viz. That they are abomi- 
nable Hy pocrites, and that their pretended Scru- 
ples are nothing but Cant, and a deſign to impoſe 
on the Credulity of their Fellow Creatures? 
Things are now brought to a fine paſs, that a 
Man's going to a Aſug-Mouſe ſhall he the only 
Teſt of his Loyalty! Thus if I refuſe going to 
thoſe places, and to clap and huzza at the 
Healths which every impertinent Fellow who 
gets. into a Chair advane'd above the reſt, pro- 
poſes, I muſt. preſently be deem'd an Enemy to 
King George, and couſequently unworthy. the or- 
dina y Benefits of Seciety! None, forſooth, can 
be loyal, without being loud! Nor can a Man 
be a Friend to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, that 
won't ſtretch his Throat at Bonfires, and gravely 
walk the Streets after Bundles of Rags dreſs d up 

in humane Shapes! | PA 
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3- The Mug- Houſes are very prejudicial to 
1e State, by promoting Idleneſs and Debauchery z 


„ind therefore ought to be diſcountenanc'd by the 
ion Magiſtrate. Men being pleas'd to ſee great 


lumbers together of their own Side, are in- 
uc'd to drink more, and ſtay later than uſual, 
y which Means they - negle@ their reſpeQive 
allings, and get a Habit of Idleneſs, which is not 


ily worn off. Some imagine that their Honeſt 


eal in appearing for the Government A- 
oad, will ſufficiently attone for Starving their 
amilies at Home. Others claiming a fort © 
lerit, perſnade themſelves that they ſhall, ſome 
me or other, be Rewarded; in Expectation of 
hich they live merrily, till at length they have 
dent the ſmall Fortune they had, and enfarely 
oſt all Hopes of raiſing it again. Nor can 1 
yrbear obſerving, that ?tis cuſtomary for thoſe 
erſons, after they are ſatiated with muddy unin- 
iring Ale, to adjourn to the Neighbouring Mid- 
ight Taverns, where they finiſh their Debauch, 
om whence they reel either to the Watch, or 2 
orſe Houſe, © © 244 
4- Another Argument I would urge as a Reaſon 
or ſuppreſſing of the Mug-Houſes, is, That they 
ave already produced a great many evil Effects, 
nd in all probability will produce as many more, if 
ey are ſuffer'd to continue. Have they not often 


een the Occaſion of Barbarity and Blood-ſhed ? 


Vere there not ſeveral Perſons wounded,and Two 
r Three kill'd:at the Roe-Buct, on this Account? 
dow ſhocking and terrible is it to think of the diſ- 
al Scene lately exhibited at Salisbury-Courr, where 
ne poor wretch was ſhot like a Pidgeon, and 
Wfterwards five more of them were Hang'd at the 
ame Place like ſo many Dogs, whilſt * 
. e 


(6) 
behe!d them without the leaſt Concern, being þ 
_ deſtitute of that tenderneſs which is almoſt na 
tnral to Man, when viewing the deploraSle Con 
dition of any of his own Species! 

5- The laſt (and I conceive the moſt cogent Tan- 
Reaſon I ſhall offer why the Afug-Houſes ought the 
be put down, is, becauſe they were firſt ſet up b 
a notorious Diſſenter; and if this be not ſuf 
cient to raiſe the Indignation of every ſtaunc 
Churchman againſt them, I know not what is: Na 
upon a modeſt Compuration it has appear'd, tha 
Two Parts in Three of all the Aug-Heuſes in Towꝛilto + 
are Rank Fanaticks. What, can it be for the Inte beer 
reſt of the Government to give into the wickeſ ub 
Contrivances of thoſe who were always Enemie eſpo 
to Monarchy and Epiſcopacy? *Tis true, we hay pape 
not heard that many of this Sort of People weif as } 
concern d in the late Rebellion; but then why wa vern 
that? Becauſe every Fhing went according to theſ prin 
Heart's-Deſire. Now all this being conſider' hear 
wil] not thoſe of the Eſtabliſn d Religion have toff ſome 
much Ground for Complaint ? Won't the Noiff wick 
of the Church's Danger be much greater tha com 
ever, if theſe Projects of the Diſſenters are EA fturt 
cooragd? We have often been told that * * they 
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The Perſon whom I named above to have made 
imſelf infamous for being the Founder of the 
ug- Houſes, is, 1 am told, a Lawyer of the 
dale. Temple; but how he can be ſaid to act like 
dne, whilſt he promotes Riots and Tumults, I 
cogentſpan't imagine, unleſs he be ſuppos'd to do it on 
ght tiſthe Score of bringing Griſt to the Mil. | 
t up bY And whilſt I am remembring the Founder of 
Xt ſuffſtheſe Societies, which 1 think are as pernicious 
o the Peace of this City, as a Standing-Army 
: NajSyithout Conſent of Parliament, is thought to be 
d, thaſſto the Liberties of the Nation; 1 can't forbear 
| Tow take Notice that thoſe Clubs cou'd not have 
ne Inte been propagated with ſo much Succeſs, nor 
Wickel subſiſted ſo long if they had not been heartily 
nemiq; eſpous'd and encourag'd by the Hying- Pot, a 
ve hay Paper which has no Credit with any but ſuch 
le wei as boaſt of their Affections to the preſent Go- 
hy wd vernment. Having ſpoke of the Fhing- Poſt, it 
to thelff brings to my Mind the Objections which I have 
ſider hear'd rais'd againſt the Mug- Houſes, even by 
VE TOE ſomezealons Whigs, and Admirers of that Paper, 
Nolff with whom I have accidentally conveisd. One 
r th complains the Societies are too Noify, and Di- 
re Eff ſturbing to the ſeveral Neighbourhoods in which 
. they are Situated; another owns, that they only 
ſerve to keep up Party Animoſities; whilſt a third 
ſays, that now we have King George upon the 
Throne, a numerous Royal Family, a ſtrong Al- 
t liance, a Whig-Miniſtry, a Septennial Parlia. 
* ment, Low-Church Biſhops, a Proteſtant Stan- 
ding-Army, and a peaceable Populace, there is 
not the leaſt need of ſuc Cabals, which laſt 
wror. Opinion every one ſurely muſt be of, who thinks 
freely and impartially. | 
Wes Belides, 


being 
oft na 
e Con: 


(8) | 


_ © Beſides, I find that many of the moſt: activd f 


of the Whigs who were conſtant - Viſiters © 
the Mug laſt Year, during the King's Abſence 
in Germany, have now drop'd them, and own that 
they don't think there is 1 much Neceſlity fo: 


keeping them up, ſince his Majeſty's Return. 


Since I have thus briefly ſtated my own Opi- 
nion, and added that of the moſt candid Judges of 


the Laity of the other Party, with reſpect to thei 
Mug - Houſes, I ſhall conclude with the Verdia 


brought in againſt them by ſome of our moſt 
Eminent Clergy on the late Anniverſary of the 
Martyrdom of K. Ch. I. Here I need only mention, 
among many, the Rev. and Pious Mr. Luke Mil. 
burn, a Presbyter of the Church of England, and 
that Honeſt Country Curate, who for his excellent 
Sermon preach'd at St. Pauls Cathedral before the 


Ford Mayor and Court of Aldermen, will, I hope, 


be rewarded ere long with a good Benefice. 
Theſe Orthodox Divines, while they were Com- 


memorating the Miſeries which this Nation groah'd 


under in 1641, took a very juſt Occaſion to cenſure 
the Aug- Houſes as Nurſeries of Faction and Party. 
The former out of an Honeſt Zeal for the 
Church, compard them to 'the Members of the 
Calves-Head Club; and the latter, tho' he did not 


name them; plainly pointed them out to the 
Audience, by wiſhing for the Suppreſſion of thoſe 


pular Clubs and Societies which were form'd 
and carry'd on under Pretence of propagating Loy- 
alty to the preſent Government. As it was very 
pleaſing to me to hear my own Sentiments ſo 
pathetically expreſs'd to the Magiſtracy of this 


_ Honourable City, I can but wiſh they might have 


a due Weight with that Bright Audience, and the 
rather, becauſe I am inform'd that the Contagion 


ſpreads 


—_ VET 
ſpreads far and near, and has already infected 
Briſtol, York, Norwich, and many other Places; 
which generally follow the Example of this 
City. | | 7 LD 
I might now take Notice of the Entertain- 
ment which is to be met with in the Houſes 1 
have been Writing againft ; particularly of their 
impudent and ſcandalous Ballads, but *twill offend 
my ſelf, as well as the Honeſt Reader, to Rake 
it ſo Naſty a Kennel: However, I'll venture 
to communicate one Song (never yet publiſh'd in 
their Collections) as a Specimen of their inſipid 
Wit, the rather, becauſe cwas compos'd, as 1 
am credibly inform'd, by an Eminent Presbyte- 
rian Teacher, and a noted Dealer in many Words; 
with which 1 ſhall conclude, after having de- 
clar'd that what I have advanc'd was not with 
a Deſign to inſinuate any Thing which might 
reflect on the greateſt and beſt of Kings, it be- 
ing my real Sentiment that the Britiſh Throne 
was never filld by a Prince of greater Merit 
and Qualification, than his preſent moſt excellent 


Majeſty. 


| Mug-Houſe SONG, 


Written by T. B. Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


a. 


N \ 


I. 


HAT a Racket is here, 
With your Fugitive-Peers, 


WI 


TWO Dukes and © Viſcount That led 'em: 


"Tis plain that the Sages, 
Are gone for their Wages, | 
That he who employ's cem may feed em. 


1 


But, if I'm not miſtaken, 

They il ſcarce fave their Bacon, 
Old Lewis will quickly abhor 'em: 

Iis always His Nature, 

To bilk a poor Tray tor, 


g When he finds he can do no more for him. 


III 


Bu 


Or 


It 


ä M 
III. 


The high-mettTd Harry 
Began the Vagary, 


| But you'll hear he's all on the ok 


When the Diamond he wore, 
Is pawn'd to a Whore, 
Or the Giver has ſeiz'd it for Debt. 


IV. 


This Couple and Half, 
Iwo Rakes and one Calf, 
Went off with the firſt fair Wind 
But as ſure as a Gun, 
There are others will run, 
Tho? at preſent they” re lagging behind. 


V. 


One Lord keeps a Ront, 
With his Gums jutting out, 


Another lies peeping and groping 3 


A third ſays, he'll make 
The Scepter to ſhake, 
But they'll all ſcow'r away from a Chopping. 


VI. 


The Knight of ſuch Fire, 
From Somerſer-Shire, . 
Who for igh-Church is always ſo hearty; 
Tho in England” he tarries, 
Is cquipping for Paris, 
To proven 4 Schiſm in the Party. 


vn. 


Frank Seammony s Fate 
May be ſomething more late, F 
For his Swearing and Lying full ſtore : Ar 
But ſhou'd the Church Bran 1 
1 Be ſecure in his Lawn, Wa, 
[4 Yet B —— y muſt make a grand Jour. 7 Def 


VI. 


Oh Oxford! thy Fame 

Shines out in his Name, 
With a Chancellor Ormond profound; Tw 
And eke in Sir William, . 0 5 

That Leather-Jaw'd V — in, | | 
Thou'rt in Blue- Strings and Shoe. Strings renown'd. Ane 


IX. 


There's no one denies, + 
They're Learned and Wiſe, 
Since the Choice they made is not common: Att 
Grave Members they've ſent : 1 5 
To the Parliament, | 
And Old Man, and eke. an Old Woman. Th: 


X. 


They furniſh'd out once 

A bellowing Dunce, © 
Undearned, Ungodly, Uncivil; His 

Who, in College and School, , 
Was always a Fool, Tx 
Put in Politicks Raves Like a ; Devil. | But 


OA 


„„ 
2 


The Impudent PD ppc, 
3 Muſt come in for Snips, 
| Who at Oxford ſo lately was dubbd; 
I boꝰ inftead of Degree, 
5 such a Bawler as He, 
1 d to be heartily drubb d. 


XII. 


Youn g Perkin, poor Elf, 
May promiſe himſelf 
Two Things from the Face of that Man; 
here's Braſs within Reach, 
: Io furniſha Speech, 
A d. And the Lid of a * arming-Pan. 


_ XIIL 


The King of Spain ſent to 
About th? Aſſiento | 
2 Atty Brogue, the harden'd and brawny 3 
| Away let him flee, 
Full drive to South-Sea, 
That the Blacks may be match'd with a Tawny. ' 


XIV. 


A certain Peace-Maker, 
Is adoughty Wile-acre, 
His Spelling and Talking will prove it; 
On his Side a great Star, 
Does glitter moſt rare, 
But alas ! "ris all Darkness above it. 


XI XV; 


oh 
— 
4 r * 
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XV. 


Sno Tom Earl of St=———rd, 
Already has ſufferd 
For Treaſon, ve know very well: 
Tho? ©: im it is faid, 
He once had a Head, 
But this has no more than a Shell. 


XVI. 


What Ormond with Fraud, 
Long ago did abroad, 


c 
of 
* 
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With Fear he does over again; 7 


Tis but an old Dance, 
To leave England for France, | 
He play'd the ſame Trick at Denain, 


XVI. 


Tho? his 8 is ſo high, 
He was there but a Spy 


To Villars; and now the French Bully 


To quit off old Scores, 
Shall find him with Whores, | 
And ſerne, 48 à Pimp to bis „ 


XVIII. 


For the Peers gone away, 
For the Parſons that ſtay, 
They tells us ne Laws axe preparing; 
The Laymen we Seins, 
Muſt now be Attainted, 
And their Clergy dert Honeſt, by Smearing. 


. 3 XIx. 
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XIX. 


But tis all a Jeſt 
To hamper a Pr.—ſt, 
For Abjuring they care not a Fig; 
They'll take, without fail 
An Oath like a Whale, 
lf they get but a Living as big. 


| Their Doubts they can baniſh, 

All Scruples will vaniſh, 

The cloudieſt Caſe will be clear, 
An Oath vile and wofull, 


Appears very lawful, 
In the Light of a Hundred a Year. 


XXI. 


Grand Aſſeverations, 
Severe Imprecations, 
Are as eaſy as Read ing their Pſalter, 
They ſwallow all up, 
Without &er a Gulp, 
_ Thing s nought choaks a Pr—ſt, but a Halter: 


FINIS. 


UX. 


